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I'UIN lEUS.

:

CITY OF KEENE.
In the year of our Lord one thousand eight hundred and sevenDj-eighl,

A JOINT

RESOLUTION

orderiug the printiug of Annual Kcports.

Resolved by the City Councils of the City of Keene, as follows That
there be printed as soon as may be, for general circulation, under
the supervision of the Joint Standing Comunttee on Printing, a
:

number of copies, in pamphlet form, of the proceedings
attending the inauguration of the City Government in January last,
together with such Ordinances and Joint Resolutions as have since
been passed, or may be thought proper, with the reports of the
Finance Committee, the City Marshal, City Solicitor, Trustees of

sufficient

Woodland Cemetery, the Board of Health, City Clerk, City MessenSuperintendent of Water Works, Superintendent of Streets,

ger,

Engineer of Fire Department, and any other matters thought expedient.

JAMES

S.

President

Approved December

5,

TAFT,
Common

Council.

1878.

REUBEN STEWART,
3Iayor.

A

true copy.

Attest
L. C.

DOOLITTLE,
City Clerk.

ORGANIZATION OF THE CITY GOVERNMENT.
Tuesday, January

The members

elect of the Cit}'

1,

1878.

Government having met

for

organization, agreeabl}' to the provisions of the City Charter,
the oath of office prescribed by law v/aa administered to the

Mayor

elect,

Reuben Stewart. l)y the retiring Mayor, Edward
Honor the Mayor administered the

.Farrar, after which His

oath of

office to the

following Boards, viz

:

Board of Aldermen :

George W. Ball,
Geo. K. Wright,
Ira F. Prouty,
George H. Tilden,
Edward C. Thayer.

Board of Common Council:

Ben J. D. Hutchins,
James S. Taft,
Daniel R. Cole,

Orlen D. Pratt,
James C. Whittle,
John W. Nye,
Jason French,

Harvey Phillips,
Chas. a. Gale.
Joseph Wilson,

norris g. gurnsey,
Jehiel Harlow,
Geo. F. Sanborn,

Cheever p. Fei.ch,
Laton Martin.
Prayer was ottered by Rev.

Mayor

W. H.

Eaton, after which the

delivered his Inaugural Address, as follows

:

MAYOR STEWART'S ADDRESS.
Gentlemen of the City Councils :
Ifl

entering upon the

fifth

year of our

cit}'

government,

let

us remember with gratitude an overruling Providence, that

our beautiful

has for these 3'ears been so far exempt from

cit}'

any great calamity. I enter upon the responsible duties devolving upon me with great diffidence, after the able management by both my honorable predecessors. I am encouraged
in the task before me, knowing that I have so many able and
efficient

good

men

in the City Councils as

citizens of

vants,

let us,

my

Keene have determined

As

associates.

to

make us

the

public ser-

gentlemen, endeavor to serve the public to the

best of our ability and as our best judgments shall dictate.

Let us permit no

local,

personal or private interests to swerve

us from doing our whole duty, to the whole people.

In these

times of depression in business, the people will expect us to
enforce the most rigid

wise business

man

economy

in ever}'

strives for a strict

department.

economy

Every

in all his pri-

vate affairs, and the same principle should guide us in the public

By common usage

expenditures.

.the executive officer is

expected to review at the commencement of each year the
transactions and expenditures of the preceding year.
The
^hort space of time between receiving the returns from the
various departments of our Cit}' Government and the begin-

ning of the new year renders
this subject.

I

it impossible to do justice to
would recommend that 30U devise some means

to obtain an earlier publication of the reports at the close of

A

large part of the burden of examining
upon the City Clerk. I would suggest
that the present salary of this officer is inadequate compensa-

the financial year.

the accounts devolves

tion for such faithful services as are needed.

FINANCE.

The

report of the Finance Committee shows the receipts

and expenditures

in detail,

and I see nothing requiring your

particular attention, except in regard to the arrearage in the
collection of taxes.

It will

part of the taxes assessed

be seen
is

b}-

the report that a large

uncollected,

For 1873,

viz:

$1,300.00; for 1874, $1,414.00; for 1875, $629.42

;

for 1876,

$6,731.65
77.

;

Upon

and

for 1877,

$14.372.70— making

in all $24,4'4T:-

a review of the reports for the past four years

it

be found, the amounts collected for taxes and the amounts
remaining uncollected for each year are as follows, viz

will

:

Report of 1874.
Uncollected.

Collected.

For 1873, $ 1,700.00
^'

1874,

45,800.00

For 1873, $ 3,164.92
•'

1874,

13,988.13

8
to consideration,

that

and to propose some new

may produce

may show

rule or ordinance

a better result in the future, that the books

a truer state of the finances.

Might not the salary

of the Collector be so graded as to admit of a forfeiture of a

amounts not collected, or allowing a
amounts that shall be collected ? I also recommend you to inquire whether these large money transactions
should not pass through an examination by some auditing
certain percentage for

premium

for

committee.

HIGHWAYS AND BRIDGES.

The expenses

in this

department have been larger than

usual the past year, on account of constructing the iron bridge

on Island

street.

The Committee recommend an

appropria-

tion of $7,000.00 for this year, which under ordinary circum-

would repeat the recommendagood condition,
and at the same time to avoid unnecessary outlays. I would
also call 3'our attention to the poor condition of some of the

stances should be sufficient.

I

tion of keeping the public thoroughfares in

sidewalks in the city.

WATER WORKS.
The Commissioners say, " the works have been managed in
a prudent and efficient manner," and the Superintendent says,
"the works are in a satisfactory condition," and that the
I
water has in general been abundant and of good qualit}'.
know nothing to the contrary, and see no need of calling your
under this head, other than to
meet the large part of the Water Loan

special attention to anything

provide some

way

to

so soon becoming due.

FIRE DEPARTMENT.

This Department seems to be in good condition, with a sat-

and well managed. It will be seen
recommends the purchase of five hundred feet of rubber lined hose he also recommends the sale
of the old engine and "jumpers" and the purchase of a
If, as he says, that would reduce the working force
steamer.
to one-third the number of men, the matter is worthy of 3'Our
Your attention is called to the amount to be voted
attention.
for extra allowance to the firemen above what is allowed by
isfactory working foice,

that the Chief Engineer

;

9

You may

law.

also think

it

advisable, in

a prize to the firemen at some

more practice in their peculiar art. It
some of the hydrants are so placed, as
struct the sidewalks

;

perhaps

have them moved to avoid

it

some way,

to

offer

stated times, to encourage
is

may be

to be regretted that

in a

measure to ob-

well in the Spring to

this cause for complaint.

WOODLAND CEMETERY.
It will

be seen that a new ordinance was passed

last

year to

appoint three Trustees to have the management of these
It is not verj' clear, by the two ordinances, whethyou are to appoint a Superintendent, or that these Trustees
elect one of their number for that office.
I call your attention
to any needed amendment.
It seems also that the receipts
and expenditures in this department have not been under the
care of the Finance Committee.
Should they not be, as well
as those pertaining to other departments ? The Superintendent reports a balance of $2,093.07 in the Savings Bank.

grounds.
er

SEWERAGE.

Gentlemen

down

this

subject exhausted?

Must we

settle

to the conclusion that there can be no outlet from our

beautiful city,

save

Is

:

it

whereby

recommend
subject,

if

city of epidemics

that you continue to investigate this important

and

the

if

impracticable,
ascertain

filth and
and disease ? I

to carry off the accumulating

from becoming a

that

there

is

plans or proposals alread}-

made seem

examinations be made to
any way of escape from the fearful consestill

further

quences always attendant upon imperfect sewerage.
SCHOOLS.
It

appears that you have but very

little

to

do

in regard to

manner of dividing the money raised
districts, and to elect a Superintendent for

the schools, except the

by law, among the

the outside districts.

PUBLIC LIBRARY.
It will

be seen that a new ordinance has been passed, to

take effect Jan.

1878, providing for the appointment of six

1,

Trustees to take charge of the Library.
called to this duty.

2

The Librarian

Your

reports

the

attention

is

number of

10

books now in the Library as 3648. and the dail}' average of
books taken by the citizens as 70. I think the management
and success of this Institution has been creditable to the city
and to those having the matter in charge.

MANCHESTER AND KEENE RAILROAD.
.As the matters relating to this enterprise have been com-

mented upon

in

each address of m}' predecessors,

expected that I will

it

something upon the subject.

sa}^

may be
But at

present I see no need of remarks, further than to say that I

you will join me
any matters that may

trust

doing what

in

prise, or to the subsidy voted for the

times to do justice to

may

be just and right in

arise in the future relating to this enter-

all

same, endeavoring at

all

cor^wrations as well as to individuals.

MISCELLANEOUS.

be seen by reference to Chap. 47 of the General
Statutes that every seven years " the lines between the towns
in this State shall be perambulated, and the marks and bounds
renewed." This duty devolves upon you this year, and your
It will

attention

is

called to the same.

The City Marshal reports 236 arrests during the past year,
which is a larger number than in any preceding j^ear, and of
this number 180 were for drunkenness, which was probably
the secondary cause for

show that there

is

city has in store.

attention

many

This seems to

?

The City

Solicitor reports four cases in litigation

ing on complaints against the
I

of the others.

some liquor in town besides that which the
Does not this subject demand your serious

recommend your

now pend-

city.

attention to

making the necessary con-

tract for lighting the sti'eet lamps, at an early day.

The City Farm having become a thing of the past, I recommend the sale of the pasture, also, which was purchased in
connection with the gravel bed.

CONCLUSION.

And now,

gentlemen, as we have

in

a desultory

passed over the several matters relating to
past and for the future,

let

determination to do what

is

us enter

tlie

manner

business of the

upon our duties with a

for the best interests of our city.
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At

the close of

tlic

Mayor's address, on motion, the mem-

Government adjourned to meet in joint
convention at 7^ o'clock, p. m., when L. C. Doolittle was
Afterward the Council was organized by
elected City Clerk.
the choice of James S. Taft, President, and Charles H..
bers of the

Cit}'

Whitney, Clerk.

The Council then adjourned.

:

:

KEENE CITY GOVERNMENT,
1878.
MAYOR

REUBEN STEWART.
ALDERMEN
Ward

Ward 1.
George W. Ball.

Ward

Ward

2.

5

4.

George H. Tilden.

George K. Wright.

Ward

3.

Ira F. Prouty.

—Edward C. Thayer.

Lucius C. Doolittle, City Clerk.

COUNCILMEN
James

Ward

Taft, President.

S.

Ward

1.

James

Harvey

S. Taft,

Ward

2.

James C. Whittle,

W.

Nye.

Jeliiel

Ward
(Jeorge F. Sanborn.

4.

Joseph Wilson,
Norris G. Gurnsey,

Orlen D. Pratt,
.Tohn

Phillips,

Charles A. Gale.

Daniel R. Cole.

Ward

3.

Jason French,

Benjamin D. Hutchins,

Harlow.

b.

Cheever P. Felch,

Charles H. Whitney,

Laton Martin.

Clerk.
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JOINT STANDING COMMITTEES.
Finance.

— The

Mayor,

Alderman

Thayer,

Councihifien

French and Martin.

—

Lands and

Buildings.
Alderman Ball, Councilmen Hutchand Gurnsey.
Alderman Ball, Councilmen Sanborn and Felch.
Bridges.
Alderman Wright, CouncilStreets., Sewers and Drains.
men Pratt and Cole.
Burying Grounds. Alderman Wright, Councilmen Gurnsey and Sanborn.
Fire Department. Alderman Thayer, Councilmen Phillips
ins

—

—

—

—

and Felch.
Lamps and Lamp Posts. Alderman Tilden, Councilmen
Hutchins and Whittle.
Water Works. Alderman Ball, Councilmen Pratt and

—

—

Martin.
Printing.

— Alderman

Tilden,

Councilmen

Wilson

and

Harlow.
Schools.
Claiiyis.

— Alderman Prouty, Councilmen Gale and Nye.
— Alderman Tilden, Councilmen French and

Hutchins.

Engrossed
and Whittle.

Bills.

Public Library.

—rAlderman

—Alderman

Prout}',

Councilmen Phillips

Wright, Councilmen Hutchins

and Gale.

STANDING COMMITTEES.
BOARD OF ALDERMEN.
Bills

on

their

Second Reading.

— Aldermen

Prouty, Ball

and Thayer.

— Aldermen Tilden, Ball and Wright.
Ministerial Fund. — Aldermen Prouty,
den and Thayer.
Police. — Aldermen Ball, Tilden and Prouty.
Licenses.

Simmons and

Til-

COMMON COUNCIL.
Bills

on

their

Second Reading.

— Councilmen Sanborn, Gurn-

sey and Nye.
Elections.

— Councilmen Pratt, Sanborn and Nye.

:
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SOLICITOR

CITY

Silas

CITY

:

Hardy.

TREASURER

:

Henry O. Coolidge.
CITY

MARSHAL

:

P^dwin R. Locke.

BOARD OF WATER COMMISSIONERS

Edward

Daniel H. Holhrook,

Joslin,

:

John Humphrey,

SUPERINTENDENT OF WATER WORKS

Lewis Holmes.

SUPERINTENDENT OF HIGHWAYS

:

John L. Butler.
ASSESSORS

John

W.

"

:

Augustus T. Wilder.

Babbitt,

Charles Abbott,

Sylvester Spaulding,

Laton Martin.

COLLECTOR OF TAXES
Shubael White.

SUPERINTENDENT OF SCHOOLS
Dexter

W.

:

Gilbert.

JUSTICE OF THE POLICE COURT

Edward

:

Farrar.

POLICE OFFICERS

:

F^dwin R. Locke,

Parker C. Butler,

George H. Kellogg,
Frank C. Hardy,

Jacob Staples,
John W. Babbitt,

Francis D. Griswold,

Jonas C. Rice,

Frederick L. Pitcher,

Charles Holton,

Ralph J. Holt.
Philander Howland,

James H. Smith,
James Bierne.

Samuel O. Gates,

William S. Bonn}'.
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CONSTABLE

:

Edwin R. Locke.
CITY MESSENGER

:

Philander Howland.

HEALTH COMMISSIONERS
G. C.

CITY PHYSICIAN

G. C.

:

Hosea Foster.

Orren Starke}-,

Hill,

:

Hill.

OVERSEERS OF THE POOR

:

E. E. Bissell,

Hiram

Joseph Whitney,

Shubael White,

Stowell,

Horace Hamblett.
TRUSTEES OF

Hadley P. Muchmore,

WOODLAND CEMETERY
John G. Stone,

CITY SEXTON

:

Elbridge Clarke.

:

Arba Kidder.
[For List of Members of Fire Department, see Report of
Chief Engineer.]

CITY ORDINANCES.
CITY OF KEENE:
Ykar of our Lord Onk Thousand Eight Hundred

In the

AND Seventy-Seven.

AN

ORDINAN'CP:

Be

it

relating to the Public Library.

ordained by the City Councils of the City of Keene,

as follows

:

Section

That the general care and management of the

1.

Public Libraiy shall be committed to a Board of Trustees, to
consist of six persons, three of

whom

shall serve without

the City Councils during the

of

whom

and two

shall

for

whom may

compensation

;

be ladies, and

all

to be appointed

months of January, 1878

;

of

by
two

be appointed for three years, two for two years,

one year

;

and during the month of January of

each year hereafter, two members shall be appointed, who
shall each hold oflice for the

appointed to

fill

term of three years.

Persons

vacaucies arising from resignation or other

causes, shall hold office for the unexpired portion, only, of

the term of the original appointee.

Sec. 2.
The Board of Trustees may establish such rules
and regulations for the government of their body, and the
management of the Public Libraiy, as they may deem advisable.
They shall see that suitable rooms are provided for the
use of the Library.
The Librarian shall be elected by the
Cit3' Councils in the month of January ; his salary shall not
exceed three hundred dollars each 3'ear, to be paid quarterlv.
The Trustees shall purchase all books, and certify to all bills
relating to the same, and to the ordinary expenses of the
Library and the}' shall make an annual report to the Board
;

—
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of Ma3'or and Aldermen, on the

day of December, of the

first

condition of the Library, the amount expended for

books,

and ordinary expenses, and

salary, rent, incidental

repairs,

may

such other matters relating to the Library us they

con-

sider of general interest.

The Board of Trustees are herebj' authorized to
Sec. 3,
expend such sums of money as may be from time to time appropriated by the City Councils for the benefit of the Public
Library, but shall have no power to pledge the credit of the
City for any debts that may incur.
All ordinances and parts of ordinances inconsistSec. 4.
ent with this ordinance, are hereb}' repealed.

Sec.

0.

This ordinance shall take

effect

on January

1st,

1878.

GARDNER

C.

HILL,

President
E.

Year of

In the

Commov

Council.

FARRAR,

Mayor.

Lord One Thousand Plight Hundred
AND Seventy-Eight.

o\}ii

A JOINT RESOLUTION

appropriating

money

for

the en-

suing year.

Resolved by the City Councils of the City of Keene, as
follows

:

That the following sums of money be raised by taxation,
and appropriated for the following purposes, to wit
:

For
For
For
For
For
For

Highways and Bridges,

$7,000 00

Ordinary City Charges,

4,400 00

Fire Department,

2,000 00

City Paupers.
Interest on

Water Loan.

Public Librarj^,

2,500 00

3,000 00

———
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Be

ordained

it

as follows

liy

the? C'it3-

Councils of

tlie CUt}'

of Keene.

:

That Section 0, Chapter I. of the (Jeneral Ordinances be
amended as follows l\y striking out from the fourth line the
words " once in three months" and inserting the following,
" at the close of each month," and also to insert after the
:

word

''

required " in

same

the same to the Board of

A RESOLUTION

line the

following,

" and report

Mayor and Aldermen monthly."

in relation to the

pay of Firemen.

Resolved by the City Councils of the City of Keene, as
lows

fol-

:

That the Firemen be paid the sum of six
cents each, in addition to the

k JOINT RESOLUTION

sum allowed

and

dollars

b}-

fifty

law.

authoi-izing a contract

for

Light-

ing Street Lamps.

Resolved
follows

b^-

the City Councils

of the City of Keene. as

:

That the Mayor be authorized, in behalf of the City, to
Keene Gas Light Co. for lighting the street lamps, and keeping the same in repair for one
year from .January 1, 1878, on the following conditions,
enter into a contract with the

lo wit

:

Said Gas Light Co. shall furnish gas and light

lamps in said city on such nights as the moon
from one hour after sunset till ten o'clock
year from January

1,

1878, for the

dollars, to be paid in equal quarterly
to be lighted

sum of

is

all

the street

not visible,

p. m.,

for

one

thirteen hundred

payments.

Three lamps

through the night for one year, for the additional

sum of one hundred

dollars.

Should there be added more

posts and lanterns, not exceeding ten in number, they shall

be lighted without extra charge.

may, whenever they deem

it

The Mayor or City Marshal

necessary, light or cause said

(Tas Light Co. to light the street

lamps other than at such

times as hereinbefore provided.

Also, on special occasions,

cause them to burn through the entire night without extra

:

20

AH

charge.

and none ex-

shall be lighted before dusk,

lamps

tinguished before ten o'clock

Said C4as Light Co.

sliall

p. ni.

keep

all

posts and lanterns in

thorough repair, fnrnish new burners, stop-cocks and glass
when needed, also alcohol for keeping the pipes free from
frost,

and cause

all

lanterns to be cleaned at least four times

during the year, for ah additional

sum of two hundred dollars
new posts or lanterns, it
:

provided, should any place require

shall not be included in the aforesaid

A RESOLUTION m

sum.

relation to Uncollected

Taxes.

Resolved by the City Councils of the City of Keene, as
follows

That a special Committee be appointed, consisting of one
Alderman and two Councilmen, who are hereby instructed to
obtain or prepare a

list

of

all

delinquent taxes due the city

same to the City Counrecommend such action as they may deem
be taken by the Councils for the collection or

prior to the year 1877, and report the
cils,

and

to

expedient, to

abatement of the said uncollected taxes.

AN ORDINANCE

amending an Ordinance

in

relation to

City Physician.

Be

it

ordained by the City Councils of the City of Keene,

as follows

:

That Section Third of the Ordinance providing for the
appointment of a City Physician be changed to read as follows, viz
Sec. 3.
He shall attend upon all cases of disease,
and furnish all needed medicines at his own expense, and
:

perform

all

—

the professional services that

may be

required in

the Police Station or elsewhere by the Cit}' Marshal or Assist-

He shall keep a true record of the names of all patients,
and date of visits, and present the same to the Overseers of
the Poor once a month.
That Section Fourth be amended by substituting the words
two hundred dollars " in place of the words
one hundred
and fifty dollars."

ant.

'

'

'

'

::
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AN ORDINANCE

in luneiuiiiu'iit

of an Onlinaneo rclnting

Woodland Cemetery.

to

Be

it

ordained by the City Councils of the City of Keene,

as follows

:

That the following addition
nance relating to Woodland

Jannary 1,
Section

shall

be

made

to

''•

an Ordi-

Cemetery," which took

effect

187>i, viz:

13.

—The Treasurer of the Board of Trustees

shall

cause to be prepared and deposited with the City Clerk a duplicate cop3' of the plan

the

City Clerk with

and record book

shall

furnish

money

received quarterh'^ or oftener, and

signed by the

and

a report of the lots sold and
all

;

deeds must be counter-

Treasurer of the Board of Trustees before

delivery to the grantee.

Also, that Section 4 of said ordinance be amended by adding after the word " lots," in the eighth line, the words " of
the same Section."

A JOINT RESOLUTION

relating to

Memorial Day.

Resolved by the City Councils of the City of Keene, as
follows

That the sum of one hundred

dollars be appropriated

and

granted to a proper committee to aid in the appropriate celebration of Memorial Day,

May

A JOINT RESOLUTION

30, 1878.

in relation to

Discount on Taxes.

Resolved by the City Councils of the City of Keene, as
follows

That a discount of three per cent, be made to those persons
shall pay their taxes assessed this 3'ear on or before the
fifteenth day of July, A. D. 1878.

who

A JOINT RESOLUTION

fixing the salary of the Cit}- Li-

brarian.

Resolved by the City Councils of the City of Keene, as
follows

:

That the salary of the City Librarian be

at the rate of three

:

hundred dollats per annum, payable

in

equal quarterly pay-

ments, until otherwise established by the City Councils.

A JOINT RESOLUTION

in

relation to uncollected

Taxes.

Resolved by the City Councils of the City of Keene, as
follows

That the Mayor be requested
for the years 1872, 1873.

to en use the

sent forthwith a statement of their accounts of

hands

in their

Tax

Collectors

1S74, 1875, 1876 and 1877 to preall

taxes placed

not abated, and to pay to the

for collection,

City Treasurer the residue of

all

taxes as aforesaid, in default

thereof to proceed according to the law of the State of

New

Hampshire.

AN ORDINANCE

amending Chapter

I.,

Section 9, of the

General Ordinances.

Be

ordained by the City Councils of the City of Keene,

it

as follows

:

That Chapter L, Section 9 of the General Ordinances be
amended b}' inserting after the word "dollars," in the sixth
line of the section, " and shall make his final settlement with
the City Treasurer at such time as
to

pay the residue of

all

is

required by his warrant

taxes and interest."

A JOINT RESOLUTION

relating

to

Indebtedness of the

City.

Resolved by the City Councils of the City of Keene, as
follows

:

That the Bonds of the cit}', in denominations of one hundred, five hundred, and one thousand dollars, be issued to the
amount of thirty-live thousand dollars, bearijig date Jan.
1,

1879, at the rate of five per cent, interest, to run twenty

years, with interest coupons attached payable semi-annually,

and be offered to purchasers

and that the moneys so
payment of the water bonds due

at par

raised be applied towards the

;

and that the balance then due on water bonds
and the amount then due for town bonds be pnid from any
money in the Treasury not otherwise appropriated and this
at that date

;

;

:
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Resolution bo i)ul)lished in the city papers, inviting applicants
for these

bonds

or before the

to give notice in writing to the City Clerk

first

on

of October next, of the amount to be

da}'

subscribed for the same

;

provided that no one person, firm or

corporation be allowed to subscribe for more than five thou-

sand dollars previous to the

first

A JOINT RESOLUTION

in

dav of October, A.

James B.

favor of

1).

1>S7H.

Elliot.

Resolved by the City Councils of the City of Keene, as
follows

Whereas. James B.

Elliot, a resident of this city,

has repre-

sented to the Board that he purposes establishing the manufacture of harvesting machines in or near this city, and has

petitioned that in case he establishes such manufacture in this
cit}',

the land, buildings, machinery and material used in such

manufacture, to the value of twenty thousand

exempt from
fore,

be

it

all

resolved, that in case

James B.

dollars,

Now,

taxes for the term of five years.

be

there-

Elliot, his repre-

sentatives or assigns, within one year hereafter establishes the

manufacture of harvesting machines in

this

cit}",

his or their

building or buildings used for such manufacture, together with
the machiner}' used

therein for said purpose, and the land

upon which said buildings

shall stand or shall occupj-, shall be

and hereby are made free from all taxes for the term of
years from and after such manufactory shall be begun.

A JOINT RESOLUTION

five

authorizing a Committee of Inves-

tigation in relation to the

Manchester and Keene

gratuit}-.

Resolved by the City Councils of the City of Keene. as
follows

:

That the Mayor and City

members of

the City Councils

Solicitor,

who

shall

together with three

be appointed, consist-

ing of one Aldern)an and two Councilmen, shall constitute a

and experts
and to do any

special committee authorized to emplo}' counsel
to

examine the Manchester and Keene

other acts they

may deem

expedient or necessary (in order to

legally bound to pay gratuity to
Keene Railroad Co.,) and take any other

decide whether the city
the Manchester and

railroad,

is

24
action the\'

the

Major

may deem
is

necessary regarding said gratuity.

And

hereby authorized to draw such sum of money

as ma}' be necessary to pa}' the expenses of such investigation

from

an}'

money

in the treasury

A JOINT RESOLUTION

not otherwise appropriated.

in favor

of Trustees of AVoodland

Cemetery.
Resolved by the City Councils of the City of Keene, as
follows

:

That the sum of one hundred

dollars be paid to Iladley P.

Muchmore for services as Superintendent and Trustee of
Woodland Cemetery, and the sum of forty dollars be paid to
John G. Stone, and

fifteen

services as Trustees of
J.

S.

dollars to Elbridge Clarke, for

Woodland Cemetery

TAFT,

President

U.

for the year 1878.

Common

Council.

STEWART,

Mayor.

ANNUAL REPORTS
KEPORT OF THE FINANCE COMMITTEE.
The Joint Standing Committee on Finance

respectfnll}' lay

before the Citj^ Councils the following statement of

and expenditures from December

1,

1877, to

all

receipts

December

1,

1878, together with a schedule of property, real and personal,

belonging to the

city,

and the value thereof, and the amount

of the city debts.

E^KrENDl T UHES.
CITY OFFICERS'

AND ORDINARY CITY CHARGES.

E. Farrar, salary as Mayor, \ year,

26
E. E. Rissell, Overseer of Poor,

27

$705

Sentinel Printing (\\, printing,

W.B.Allen,
*'

J. N. JMorse,
A. Baker,

rent,

Cheshire Kailroad Co.,

Mrs. Edwards,

"
"

J. II. Elliot,

M.
J.

Sherman.

J.

"

G. Warren,

Cheshire County,

Kirk

Sewell, charcoal,

«fc

&

Spencer

W.

Co., coal,

B. Fitch, wood,

M. Armstrong, plumbing,
James Donnelly,
J. B. Allen,

F. Benton

"

bounty on hawk,

&

Co.,

H. O. Pond,

M.

Eveleth,

F. H, Keyes, bounty on foxes,

"

J. J. Russell,

M.

Willson,

Keene Gas Light Co.,
Keene Water AVorks, water rates,
F. K. Burnham, repairing settees,
Ball, Barrett

&

Co., bricks,

C. H. Butler, labor,

G. F. Chamberlain, labor,
A. R. & E. S. Foster, work on

hall,

F. B. Clark, painting sign.

A. H. Grimes, painting store,
A. Kingsbury, painting,
"
E. McGovern,

George

Carroll, whitewashing,

Davis, Wright

Saker

&

&

Co., tin work,

«&c.,

Downer,

L. C. Doolittle, copying tax

1877,

list

1878,

"

insurance on city

hall.

28
$4 62

L. C. Doolittle, postage, &c.,

"

W.

R.

paid for cleaning cellar,

Dunham,

1

certificate,

G. M. Flagg,
Drnminev and Gurnsey, overpaid taxes,
"
George Jackson,
W. H. Ellis, care of water trough,
B. F. Foster,
Fuller

&

W. &

T. J. French,

Whitney, surveying cemetery,
&c.,

oil,

& E. S. Foster, work on engine
Griffith & Freeman, repairs to wagon,
E. W. Gustine, lamps, &c.,
A. R.

house,

N. G. Gurnse}'. work on pasture.
Hyland, care of lamps,

J. B.

P. Howland, trucking.
Knowlton & Stone hose

fixtures,

E. R. Locke, washing, &c., lock-up,

W.

E. Metcalf, lamp chimneys,

H. Morton, stationery,

W. H. Spalter, ''
and books,
G. H. Tilden & Co., stationery and books,
R. W. Raymond, moving engine house,
J. W. Raymond, building cuh^ert,
W. W. Ross, work on engine house,
Ray Bros., blacksraithing,
N. Richards, cutting brush

in pasture.

G. F. Sanborn, gas pipe. &c.,
Sanborn & Hubbard, piping. &c..
Social Union, table,

A. B. & S. W. Skinner, map for library,
A. Smith, postage,
C. N. Tottingham, varnishing liearse.
N. G. Woodbury, settees
A. T. Wilder, work.
S.

Wadsworth

&

for hall. &c.,

Co., clock for library,

Thos. Wright, work in old cemetery.

H. E. Hubbard, plastering,
W. C. Hill, repairs to wagon.

D.

29
C. Bridgm-au, brooms,

S

R. R. Powers, work city hall stove,

1

J. R. Liverraore, fencing pasture, 1877.

15 00
5 00

L. Martin, team.

Keene Gas Co., gas for Public Library,
Knowlton & Stone, hardware,

14 80
7 50

80

J. J. Allen, recording deeds,

W.

Hubbard, piping, &c.,
A. A. Bundy. carpenter work,

13 60

IT.

2 25

L. L. Hathorne, repairing roof city

4 90

hall,

A. S. Carpenter, damage,
J.

W.

10

3 90

885 77
137 21

"

Buckminster,

G. Y. Sawyer, counsel

125 00

fees,

J. R. Livermore, repairing fence of city pasture,

7 25

A. L. Menter, work in pasture,
G. B. Twitchell, medical fees,

3 00

J. E. Parraenter,

Ward

Chas. P. Page, work

22 50
5 00

Clerk,

3 00

in city pasture,

14 00

F. Davis, .Supervisor,

E. Harlow,
George K. Wright, perambulation town
A. A. Ellis, lumber engine house,

14 00
lines,

44 10
31 09

$7,623 28

Balance of appropriation. Dec.
Am't appropriated by Councils,

1, '77.

I 542 46

'78.

8,402 00

$8,942 46

CITY PAUPERS.
C. Bridgman, grocei-ies, &c..

W. &
J.

T. J. French, groceries. &c..

M. Farnum.

*'

'^
A. H, Grimes.
''
P. H. McCushing.
"
Pollard & Holbrook.
''
A. T. Wilder,
Araidon & Chase.
clothing,
••
D. E. Ladd,

$ 69 97

159 14
10 81

104 50
63 25
10 44
72 43
5 00
1

50

so
Hewartl. Willard

&

Co.,

"

81

W.

Mrs. K.

S 8 00
10 00

Webster, rent,

Mrs. L. N. Hill,
S. O. Gates, use of team,

3 72

$1,835 34

COUNTY PAUPERS,

C

Bridgman, groceries, &c.,
W. & T. J. French, "
"
A. H. Grimes,
Pollard

&

Holbrook,

;i45

"

P. H. McCushing,

A. T. Wilder,
Bancroft

G.

W.

&

Griswold, meat and provisions,

Isham,

Nims & Wright,
Nims, Wj-man &

Co.,

"

"

''

"

"

*'

C. G. Brittou, milk,

G. W.

"

Blaisdell,

A. G. Flagg,
F. Gallager,
J. G. Butler,

A. M. Baker
E.

W.

W.

&

Co., shoes,

Gustine,

"

R. Raymond,

C. G. Shedd,

"

S. Spaulding,

J. R. Beal

&

Co., clothing,

D. E. Ladd &Co.,
Seward, Willard & Co.,

W.

^'

P. Chamberlain, dry goods,

E. R. Bissell,

W. H.

Ellis,

boarding,

O. J. Howard,

'•

R. P. Leonard,

''

W. Russell,
"•
M. McLaughlin,
H. M. Parkhurst, "

J.

E. R. Locke, tramps.

32

M.

Barrett, wood,

38

HIGHWAYS AND BRIDGES.
King Irou Bridge Co., balance Island street bridge,
Nourse & Dean,
"
"

f year,

$100 00
270 88
15 33
5 00
275 40
412 50

&c.,

2,549 96

C. Pressler,

''

"

D. R. Ilolbrook,

•'

''

J. K. Livermoi'e, salary, &c'., 1H77,
J. L. Butler, salary,

"

pay

roll,

D. B. Stearns,

labor, &c.,

"

Benjamin Britton,
George K. Wright.

'•

Irving Curtis,
J.

H. Smith,

Arba

25 50
1

50

104 45

''

73 81

"

59 70

''

70 31

Charles Abbott,

''

3 65

Charles H. Butler,

''

Stearns.

C. A. Mason,

-

Calvin Randall,

"
''

David Miles,

"
"

F. P. Smith,

David A. Brown,
James Dunham,
A. H. Hamblet,
John Lawrence,
J.

M.

S. Buckminster.

"
"

E.

W.
W.

Cross,

•'

Kimball,

'^

Knowlton
Spencer
E. S.

&

&

Stone, hardware,

"

Co.,

labor, &c.,

Ellis,

C. N. Wilder,

''

M.

"
"

C. EUis,

Charles Abbott,

Frank O. Wright,
A. E. Metcalf,
5

50

1

*'-

D. Darling,
J.

1

4 25
6 10

•

W.

00

'•

Heaton,

Charles

1

137 19

''

"

Kingsbury,

50
11 15

00

10 65
5 50
7

00

185 60
2 50

35
1

00

31

76

17 30
Ill

39

249 47
29 39

37 86

''

67 02

"

20 00

34
Charles Wright,

labor, &o.,

A. A. Nims,
H. M. Nims,

"•

T. T. Russell,
C. R. Nims,
E. Eveleth,

F. D. Reed,
A. G. Nims,
R. S. Graves,
J. R. Livermore, plowing snow.

O. D. Pratt,
Lewis Holmes,

"

S. O. Gates,

P. Rowland.

E.

W.

Gustine, moving lamp post,

&

A. B.

W.

S.

Skinner, powder and fuse,

L. Martin, team,

Wm.

IMetcalf, painting,

M. T.
E.

Tottinghain, painting.

W. Greenwood,

W. H.

poles,

Brooks, blacksmithing,

Keene Granite Co., curb

Goodnow &

stone,

Co., lumber,

"

A. Dickinson,

F. B. Clark, painting signs,

C.

W. Wyman,

labor, &c.,

"
"
H. 0. Esty,
Y. Jones, blacksmithing,
G. W. Ball, steel and iron.
Phelps Brothers,

J. Chase, lumber,

C. Randall, labor, &c..

G. Morse,
G. H. Nims, Gleason & Sawyer,
'•'

street signs.

S. 0. Gates, use of team,

Thomas Grimes,
Moses

Ellis

&

labor, &c.,

Co., iron,

L. Bridge, labor.

$6^

35

Balance of appropriation. Doc.

Amount

1,

1H77,

o42 70

8

7.000 00

appropriated, 187.S,

$7,542 70

FIRE
William

A.
G.
H.
G.

DEPARTMENT

Babbitt, services, &c.,

II.

a:^.")

00

28 25

O. Fiske,

G. Bradford,

27 50

H. Barker.

27 50

D. Wheeloek,

28 75

Charles Abbott,

28 75

J. E. Griffith,

15 00

F. A. White.

25 00
9 50

M. Gowd}',

J.

Deluge Engine Co., pay roll,
^'
Neptune Hose Co.,
Washingion Ilook & Ladder Co., pay
"
Phoenix Hose Co.,

Sanborn
J.

&

342 00
190 00
190 00

roll.

190 00
97 48

Hubbard, work,

33 25

Kingsbury,

30 00

George Forbes,
Kinsman,
G. M. Carroll,
E. Simonds,

25

J. S.

1

00

17 50

00

B. L. Fisk,

2

J. L. Richardson,

9 00

J. L. Riley,

9 00

M.

9.00

F. Mansfield,

2 00

C. K. Pemberton,

Davis, Wright

&

Amidon & Chase,

W.

Co., tin work,

25 19

«fec.,

11 50

repairing uniforms,

2 40

H. Freckle,

99 80

E. R. Geer, repairing hose, &c.,
S.

vS.

75

Wilkinson,

26 25

P. O'Leary,
J.

A.

Riley,

E. Carrigan,

Barrett

&

Cary,

'

"

3 75

17 00
8 00

36
S.

M. Raymond,

use of hose,

37

STREET LAMPS.
Keene Gas Co.,

lighting street lamps,

38
District

No.

9,

39
1). 11.

llolbiook, sahirv

G. H.

Tildeii

Knovvltoii

Spencer

W.

E.

&

&

&

Wutor

;is

Comiiiissioner,

Co., l)ook.s.

Stone, supplies,

Co., cement,

Gustine, supplies,

POLICE.
E. R. Locke, salary as City Marshg,!,
travelling expenses,
police,

G. IL Kellogg, "
"•

travelling expenses,

J. Staples,

police.

P. C. Butler,
F. C. Hardy,
F. D. Griswold,
J.

H. Smith,

J.

W.

Babbitt,

F. L. Pitcher,

H. Joslin,
James Smith,
S. O. Gates,

R. J. Holt,
L. Holmes.

A. J Towns.
P. Howlnnd,
Patrick J. Kirk,

W.

H. Reyomn.
Keene Gas Co..

gas.

& Son, use
Howland & Son.

S. Balicock

P.

of team.

Western Union Telegraph Co., telegraphing,
Spencer & Co.. coal.
Knowlton & Stone, hardware,
G. H. Tilden & Co., stationery,
Isaac Aldrie-h. police IHT"). '76 and '77.
Balance appropriated. Dec.

Amount

••

1,

1877.
1878,

$

253 08
2,000 00

$30 00

40

RECAPITULATION
RECEIFIS.

•

41

$2,029 85

Fire Department.

1,634 71

Lighting street lamps.
.

368 44

I'nhlie Lil)rary.

42 25

Land damage,

14,852 45

Schools.

Union School

11,500 00

District.

School District No.

2. for

60 00

repairs.

45 00

Simmons Fund.
L'ecoration Day.

100 00

*

903 50

Water works.

2,128 69

Fulice.

191

Ministerial Fund,

44

11,988 00

State tax for 1877,

180 00

Interest

on town bonds,

Interest

on water bonds.

Balance

in treasury Dec. 1. 1878.

9,408 00

$82,480 68

for

26,078 57

410 00

dog fund,

$108,969 25

ASSETS DECEMBER

1,

1878.

$2,200 00
1,760 00

State bonds.

Note and interest. Henry O. Esty,
)ue from State Treasurer,

1,311 39

I

Waterworks,

1,005 76

357 46
319 45

Collector, 1873,

1874,
1875,

366 25

1876,

2,131 54

17,752 79

1878,

Balance

in treasury

Dec.

1.

1S77,

26,078 57

$51,083 21

INDEBTEDNESS.
Town
Water

$

note.

200 00
154,200 00

loan,
6

$154,400 00

42

SCHEDULE OF PROPERTY BELONGING TO
City hall building,

CITY.

—

:

HIGHWAYS.
REPORT OF SUPERINTENDENT.
Keene, Dee.

To His Honor
Keene

the

—

Mayor and

1,

1878.

City Councils of the City of

Gentlemen 1 herewith submit my report as Superintendent
of the Highway Department from January 1, 1878, to Dec. 1.
Our roads the past season have suffered badly, first from
:

from very dry weather but I think they
good condition. On our bridges I have been
The
obliged to use a large quantity of plank and stringers.
Hard}' bridge over the Ashuelot has been, I may say, newly

heavy rains and

are

now

later

;

in very

built, for

we could use but very

little

of the old timber.

bridge across the Branch has been repaired with one

A
new

abutment, new stringers and plank.
Sidewalks have not been neglected.

On most

of the streets

they have been improved to a greater or less extent, and

ones constructed.

Six

new

hundred and thirty-seven loads of

have been used on six different streets.
Soon after I was appointed to take charge of the highways,
I was led to believe that the roads in some of the outside
districts might be worked to better advantage by the inhabAccordingly, with the advice of some
itants living on them.
of the city officials, I employed the following men to take
charge of such sections of roads as would be most convenient
river gi-avel

for

them to

repair, with instructions to hire sufficient help to

do the work.

Thev

are as follows

:

S 2

45

Statemknt kkom

.Ian.

1H7M

1.

t<»

Apiul

1.

J. L. Buller, one qiutrtor salary.

Laton Martin,

scrapinj>;

A. R. Stearns. 7031

lumber,

feet lieniioek

8. O. Gates, scraping sidewalks

C.

$\-V:

sidewalks,

and snowing

i)ridge,

Butler, shoveling snow,

II.

C. A. Mason, work on bridge.
F. V. Smith, scraping snow,

D. A. Brown, snowing bridge and cutting

James Donahue, work on
A.

II.

ice,

road,

Maml)lett. breaking roads and drawing poles.

P. Ilowland, carting snow, snowing bridge and scraping walks,

John Lawrence, cutting

ice

and work on road.

J. R. Livermore, snowing bridge
I.

and clearing walks.

Kingsbury, clearing sidewalks and work on roads.

C.

W.

L.

I).

Ileaton. snowing bridge and cutting ice.
Drilling,

breaking roads.

Benja.niu Britlou. work on road,

Lewis Holmes, clearing sidewalks.
O.

Pratt, clearing sidewalks,

1).

C. R. Niins, breaking toads.

$290 MU
APRIL STATEMENT.

Labor

Wm.

$47 40
96

p:iy roll for April.

Team work

for April,

Dickinson, 30 loads sand and hard-pan,

Savings Bank.

1

load gravel.

J. L. Butler. 19 loads sand,

H. M. Nims, 8 loads sand,
Robert Doyle. 59 loads gravel.
R. H. Holman, rao\iiig old steam boiler from highway

Wm.
E.

Metcalf. stone for highway,

W. Greenwood, 2465

feet railing poles,

$179 59

46

MAY STATEMENT.
Labor pay roll for May,
Team work for May.

$182

Hamblett, sluice stringers,
Spencer

&

Son, work,

Henry Phelps, work,
Savings Bank, 29 loads gravel,
J.

W.

Cross, drawing

1

load gravel,

E. D. Kimball, repairing bridge,

JUNE STATEMENT.
J. L. Butler, salary

Labor pay

roll for

Team work

one quarter,

June,

for June,

Paid Hamblett for sluice stringers,
J. L. Butler, 10 loads sand,

A. B.

&

S.

W.

Skinner, powder and fuse,

JULY STATEMENT.

Labor pay roll for July,
Team work for July,
Robert Dojde, 40 loads gravel,
Spencer & Son, work,
Davis & Wright, water can,
Cheshire Railroad Co., 13 loads gravel,
Griffith

Wm.

&

Freeman, work,

Dickinson, 102 loads rotten stone and hard-pan,

Knowlton

&

Stone, drain pipe and hardware,

C. A. Mason, 965 feet hemlock plank,

John Lawrence, work on highway,
Wm. H. Brooks, blacksmithing,
Keene Granite Co., granite,

AUGUST STATEMENT.

Labor pay roll for August,
Team work for August,
J. L. Butler, 33 loads red loam and sand,

»

48
N. O. Ha^-ward,

9 loads gravel.

L. Bridge, drawing plank.

Patrick Dee, 44 railing posts,
J. L. Butler, pnid freight bill,

G.

Wyman,

S. E.

W.

Parker, pain tin

repairing bridge.

Frank Foster, 41 loads gravel.
H. M. Nims, 18 loads; gravel,
JI.

Page,

1

load sand,

J. L. Butler. 12 loads sand,

Wm.

Dickinson. 62 loads rotten stone and hard-pan,

J. L. Butler, paid grinding

axe and

s[)litting

plank

Cheshire Railroad Co., 2 loads gravel,

N. O. Hayward, 2 iSi) feet hemlock plank,
& Sawyer, street signs,

Gleason

A. B. & S. W. vSkinner, powder and fuse,
G. Morse, lot covering stone,
Geo. W. Ball, 26 lbs. steel drill and 8 lbs.

Thomas Grimes,

lepairing highway,

Joseph Chase, -3006

feet

hemlock timber,

Y. Jones, blacksmithing,

Wra. H. Brooks, blacksmithing.
Spencer

&

Co.. spikes, nails, &c.,

F. B. Clark, painting street signs,

Knowlton & Stone, hardware,
N. O. Hayward, hemlock lumber,
Geo. K. Wright, 903 feet plank,
S. O. Gates, man and team,
M. Ellis & Co., plow points and grates,
$444 96
TOOLS AND STONK OX HANI).

One

large road scraper, 3 sn)all road scrapers, 3 plows, 8

picks, 8 shovels,

1

wheelbarrow,

6 small drills, 8 iron bars,

hammers.
square

1

small

hammer.

1

steel rake, 3

1

1

feet stone.

J.

L.

large drills,

paving hammer. 2 large
saw, 1 cold chisel. 1 axe, 150

hoe.

1

BUTLER,

WATER WORKS.
COMMISSIONER'S EEPORT.

1,005

:

50

SUPERINTENDENT'S REPORT.
To

the

Water Commissioners of

Gentlemen

:

the City

of Keene:

Agreeablj^ to the provisions of the city ordi-

nances, the Superintendent respectfully submits the following
report

The water supply during
and

for the

xisual

the past year has been sufficient,

most part of good

number of

quality.

leaks, liut the

There has been an un-

works are now

in a satisfactorj'

condition.

Number

of service pipes. Dec.

1,

1877,

824

Dec.

1,

1878,

843

RECEIPTS.
Collected on old assessments,
•'

this year,

$

525 44

'

6,159 79

$6,685
kec'd from sources other than

D. Colony

&

Sons,

Cheshire Railroad Co.,

2?)

rates.

U

M. Armstrong,
J.

water

00

16 10
8 00

E. O. Keith,

8 50

G. F. Sanborn,
Charles Wright, 2d,

4 50

50

Albert Wright,

50

N. G. Gurnsey,

75

Total receipts for the year.

Amount

deposited with Treasurer,

Water rates uncollected.
Due for ice from reservoir.

Due from

other sources,

$1,005 76

No

made the past year, leaving
construction account the same as last year. Total
extensions have been

cost of works,

S159,893 26

:

ol

EXPENDITURES.
The
bills

following

list

was included

in

the

Superintendent'!

rendered to and paid by the city

Patent Water and Gas Pipe
Downer & Saker,

Co.,

5

7

E. O. Keith.

M. Armstrong,
Lewis Bridge,

Keene Furnitnre Co.,
Humphrey Machine Co.,
Knowlton & Stone,

& Co.,
& Wright,

Barrett

Davis

H. W. Hubbard,
Keene Gas Light Co.,
Cash paid for labor on
horse-hire,

other small

repairs, trucking,

stationer}',
bills,

postage

and
69 10

52

Rubber boots and mittens,
and lanterns,

Pails

$ 5 00
3

2 pair pipe-tongs,

2 hammer-wrenches,

24 picks.

Lot of shovels,
1

pair snips,

Rubber

cloth

and twine,

8 stop-cocks,
in. valve,

1

1^

1

pump,

2 brush-brooms,
Office furniture,

2 water-gauges,

Lot of wrenches,

—
LEWIS HOLMES,

$507 00

Superintendent.

:

REPORT OF CHIEF EN&INEER.
Chief Engineer's Office, Keene, Dec.

To

the

Honorable Mayor and City Councils

In presenting m}'

first

to

embody

all

1,

1878.

annual report of the operations of

the Department which have

the 3'ear ending Dec.

1,

—

come under

m^^ supervision for

1878, I shall endeavor in this report

matters of interest with the working of the

Department which I judge to be for the best interest of the
I have been connected in one way
City and the Department.
or another with the Department for a good many j^ears, which
leads me to ask some questions concerning the reasons why
our Department is not up to the letter of the law. Do we, as
citizens, take that interest in the Fire Department which we
ought? Do we pay our firemen compensation enough, so that
we can get the best men ? I would recommend for your consideration the sum of $12 per year, which seems to me small
compensation enough for our firemen.
APPARATUS.

The apparatus

good working order. Nothing new has
been ordered for the Department during the year. The engine
houses are in very fair condition, having been moved the past
season to more suitable grounds. The grounds in front of
the houses should be put in more passable condition there
is in

:

should be a covering over that coarse gravel, so as to

good wheeling

make

for the hose carriages.

MANUAL FORCE.
The manual

force of this

Department consists of a Chief

Engineer and six Assistants, twenty members of the engine
company, sixty members of the hose company, and twenty

members of

the hook and ladder company.

In addition to

54
the
at

paM Department

there are

:

one engine and hose carriage

South Keene, one two-wheeled jumper at Symonds' tannery

The engine and hose company
at Hope steam mills.
manned by men employed at the works where they are

and one
are

located.

We

have been called out eight times this year, the

&

Taft

There are now

at

the Department 4519 feet of hose, of the

in

following descriptions

good condition

demned

fire

Co.'s potteT-y resulting in the heaviest loss.

;

;

500

3069

:

feet of 2|-inch leather hose, in

feet of linen hose,

worn out and con-

100 feet of 2^-inch rubber lined hose, in good condi-

and 400 feet of 2-inch hose, good as long as it lasts.
have gone through the year without any addition of hose
and it seems to me that with care we can
to the Department
get through another year without any addition to the above.

tion

;

We

;

FIRE ALARMS.

one of the most important branches of the Fire
Department. We have what purports to be an alarm, and it
seems to l)e anything but what it should be. It is almost
This

is

impossible to hear

outside of the Square, and can scarcely

it

I hope that our city
most earnest attention. It is

be designated from the city clocks.
fathers will

give

their

this

almost at any time liable to operate disastrously

Everybody knows
alarm before

it is

its call

to

us.

necessary for the firemen to hear an

can be answered.

STEAMER.

would recommend that if the two engines and jumpers
can be sold, a steamer should be procured. Everybody is
aware that by the extension of our water works among the
With a
water-takers, the pressure is thereby reduced.
I

steamer we might add more efficiency to the Department
There
without costing any more than it does at present.
should be one jumper located in the vicinity of High street,

which can be done without any additional expense to the cit}'
There are citizens enough who
except the cost of new hose.
will volunteer to t;ike

it

out

in

case of

fire.

;

S5
FIRE PATROL.

This

a

IS

most important branch of the

shonld be added to every
It is for the

service,

well organized Fire

wliich

Department.

purpose of looking after property at fires, and
My thanks are especially- due to the

protecting the same.

City Marshal and

his

assistants

their services

for

in

this

There should be three or four of

direction for the past year.

our policemen appointed, in connection with their other duties,
to look after goods and chattels which have to be moved more
or less at

fires,

as a great saving thereby might be made.

CONCLDSION.
In conclusion I extend

and

also to the various

whom

have had

I

my

relations;

official

Engineers who have helped

and

though not

last,

thanks to His Honor the Mavor,

members of the

me

have

men

— Taft

who have
made upon them
me to know that we

calls

a gratification to

&

in

any

arise.

ALARMS OF
5.

Assistant

Department that can be trusted

in our

emergency that may

Jan.

Boards with

the

Fire Department,

least, to the

It is

to

so faithfully during the year

responded so cheerfully to the feeble

from our alarm.

different

also

FIRES.

Co.'s pottery.

Loss $20,000, insurance

$16,000.

March

24.

— Barn

on the Mahar place. Elm

street.

Loss

trifling.

— Spencer's house, on Dunbar
burning
Loss small.
April
— Watchman's shanty burnt near Cheshire Railroad
bridge bo3^
bridge used as a shelter
May — Fire
Jason French's house, on Franklin
Insurance covered
June — Fire caused by spark from chimney. Carpenter's
Loss small,
on Water
— Fire Robert Doyle's house, on Marlboro'
July
Insured
$2000,
the old bakery on Washington
July 30. — Fire
March

30,

out of chimne}

street

;

.

23.

for

;

1.

at

street.

loss,

6.

street.

liouse,

7.

for

at

street.

loss S5600,

at

Insured for $600 on stock and building.

street.

Total loss.

56

PAY ROLL OF THE DEPARTMENT.
BOARD OF ENGINEERS FOR
(office under city hall.)

Chief I

1878.

57

DELUGE ENGINE & HOSE COMPANY,
(house in ukau of citv hall.)

58

NEPTUNE HOSE COMPANY

NO.

(HOUSE ON RAILROAD SQUARE.)
E. Symoncls. Foreman,

2.

Walter riiulson,

$[)

oO

AValtei- IMansfield,

i)

50

Fred Towiie,

9 50

Abbott Dickenson,

9

50

C'luules Starkey,

9

50

Fred Qiiinn,

9 50

Frank WlieeTock.

9

50

RECAPITULATION.
Board of Engineers, 7 men,
Washington Hook and Ladder, No 1, 20 men^
Deluge Engine and Hose Co., No. 1, 40 men,
Neptune Hose Co., No. 2, 20 men,
Fluvnix Ho^e Co., No. 4, 20 men,

Making a

total of

190

107 men, paid

For other expenses, see report of Committee on Finance.
Estimated amount of money needed next year for ordinaiy
expenses of the Department,
$2,000 00

60

3000
450

feet of verj-

good leather hose,

S3,000

feet 2-inch leather hose, old,

100 feet rubber-lined hose, new,
1

barrel hose

oil.

100 uniforms, 40 at Deluge and 20 each at Phoenix

Neptune, and

Hook and Ladder,

Total valuation,
I

am, gentlemen, respectfully yours,

ALBERT

O.

FISKE, Chief Engineer.

EEPOET or THE OVERSEERS OF THE POOR,
To

the

Hon. City Councils of

The Overseers of

Ma3-or being Chairman,

ending Dec.
Bissell, of

1,

of Keene :

ex-officio,

tlie

report for the fiscal year,

1878, that the}' organized by choosing E. E.

Ward

Treasurer.

the City

the Poor, constituting a Joint Board,

1,

Clerk, and Joseph Whitney, of

The ordinary expenses

poor for the past year have been

less

for

Ward

2,

the support of the

than previous years, for

which the tax payers have reason to be thankful. As all bills
in this Department have been examined and allowed by the

Board

at the

end of each month, and again examined and

passed by the Committee on Claims, we omit the names of
those aided and the amount paid each.

For the expenditures of this department we refer j'ou to the
by the Committee on Finance.
The tramp question has been a source of trouble and annoyance, and the bills for their support the first part of the
year were very large. Arrangements were made by the Overseers with the City Marshal to feed and lodge all tramps that
table prepared

should appl}" from the

first da}^

of April, 1878, to the

first daj-

of January, 1879, for thirty-five cents each per day, including

keeping the station in a clean and healthy condition, taking
affidavits and feeding all persons under arrest free of charge
to the city, which duties he has performed to the satisfaction

of the Board. The problem in regard to tramps was solved
by the Legislature at its last session, in June, and since the
passage of the trainp law the bills for feeding and lodging
The majorit}' of
transient persons have been few and small.
the Board made a contract for the support and care of tramps
which they thought was beneficial at the time, but two mem-

bers of the Board thought a saving might have beea

made

the city and Connty by contracting with other parties.

made
future

a mistake

Board

it is

will

too late

now

to uiend

improve upon these

it,

If

for

we

and we hope the

m^itters.

Respectfully submitted,
E. E.

BISSELL,

JOSEPH WHITNEY,
IHRAM STOWELL,

SHUBAEL AVHITE.
HORACE HAMBLETT,
Overseers of the Poor.

EEPORT OF THE TRUSTEES OF WOODLAND
CEMETERY.
To

the

The

Hon. Board of Mayor

anrl

Aldermen:

an account of the receipts and expenditures of the Trustees of Woodland Cemetery for the year
ending December 1, 1878
following

is

:

RECEIPTS.
Received for

lots sold,

S

grass sold,

"
wood and saplings,
Drawn from Savings Bank.

Amount

in

Savings Bank Dec.

1,

1878, $813 02.

ACCOUNT OF SUMNER CARPENTER FUND.

Dec

1,

1878, amount in bank,

Interest to July 3, 1878,

EXPENDITURES.
Jonathan Hall, surve)ang and drawing plans,
Patrick Mahar, gi-ading avenues and walks,
'•
Nelson Norcross,
"
James Larvin,
Peter Heffner.
Patrick Dolau,

G.

W.

"
"

Porter,

Peter Lynch,

"

C. A. Mason,

Alfred Richardson.

"

224

64

W. Raymond, splitting stones,
Stamps and stationery,
Knowlton & Stone, hardware.

$8 25

J.

Discount on note Cheshire National Bank,

Kinsman, cementing fountain and repairing tomb

J. S.

J.

W. Dunn,

frames for notices,

Grass signs,

Nims, Whitney & Co., glazing Signs,
Horace Joslin, trucking,
"
P. Rowland,
Post

D.

office order,

II.

Ilolbrook, lumber and work,

Albert Wright, labor with team,
L. K. Sparks, drawing saplings,

Ray

Brothers, sharpening picks and axe,
N. G. Woodburj', sawing posts,
A. R. & E. S. Foster, lumber for bridge,
Sawyer & Gleason, cover for fountain,
George Lang, labor with team,
Ira B. Holman, building 146 9-33 rods of road,
"
cutting 10 J cords of wood,
"
cutting and drawing saplings,
"
liiying bank wall on new road,
Nourse & Dean, laying 4661 feet of stone in ditch,
"
grading ditch,

"
"

team work on road,
extra on end of ditch,
Josiah Menter, grading Sherman Hill,
"
work on new road,
•'
George K. Wright
M. J. Sherman, stone.
Balance on hand.

I certify that I

$1,762 14
have examined the accounts and vouchers

of the Trustees of

Woodland Cemetery, and found them

correct.

GEORGE

K.

WRIGHT,

Chairman of Committee on Burying Grounds.

65

The Trustees early in the Spring made an inspection of the
grounds belonging to the Cemetery. They found the old

Many

part in a bad condition.

of the lots had been built
making them narrow and uneven.
remedy this at once, and make the grounds

into the walks and avenues,

It was decided to
conform to the original plan as near as possible.
While this was being done they had the lots raked over, the
trees trimmed, and the brush and other accumulations were
removed. This caused considerable expense, but the grounds
in future

can be kept in good condition by a small outlay each

After inspecting the new part of the Cemetery, they

year.

decided to

la}-

out the grounds west of

Woodland avenue, and
make the necessary

obtained the services of Jonathan Hall to
surveys and plans.

After they were completed they called

for sealed proposals to build 147 rods of
feide

of the grounds leading to George

was awarded

avenue on the west

and the contract
Holman, for $3.25 per rod, he being
The work was done thorough, and to the
sti'eet,

to Ira B.

the lowest bidder.

satisfaction of the trustees.

The contract

for

grading Sherman Hill

in

the southeast

corner of the grounds, was awarded to Josiah Menter.
hill

and

was

ver\' steep,

and the ground

unlit for burial purposes.

furnished about

fifty lots,

a very pleasant location.

in

The

the vicinity was low

The grading of

the

hill

has

that are all ready to occupy, and in

In addition to these there

avenue around the base of the

is

an

hill.

The ditch forming the boundary line between M. J. Sherman's land and the Cemeter^^ was badl}- washed bj- the Spring
rains.
The banks were undermined, and the water washing
into the

The

meadow caused considerable damage to Mr. Sherman.
down was deposited in the ditches below,

dirt carried

them up and causing a large expense to remove it. It
was decided that a wall should be constructed of suflScieut
filling

strength to withstand the force of the vvater.

Accordingly plans and specifications were prepared, and
proposals for doing the work called for.
Messrs.
Nourse & Dean were the lowest bidders, and the contract was
awarded to them for 7^ cents per cubic foot. The building of
these walls was somewhat expensive, but the cost of repairing
sealed

9

the ditches and dauiage to the land of Mr.

a few years have equalled

Sherman would

it.

Respectfully submitted,

H. P.

MUCHMORE,

ELBRIDGE CLARKE,
JOHN a. STONE,
Trustees of Woodland Cemetery.

Keene, Dec.

1,

1878.

in

EEPOET OF THE CITY CLERK.
To
I

the

Honorable City Councils:

beg leave

to submit the following report of this oflice

rents, &c., for the year ending Dec. 1,

For rent of stores

1878

:

SI, 775

in city hall building,

Ground rent.
Water rates,
License,

Due from Knowlton &

Adams &

"

J.

''

Colton,

Stone, as per 1877 report.
Co.,

Amount on hand Dec.

Rec'd S. Wadsworth

1,

&

"'•

''

''

1877,

Co., store rent,

"

"•

''

"

water rates,

"
"

F. C. Hard}', store rent,

"
"

A. H. Grimes, store rent,
"
water rates,

"

J.

"
"

"
''

"

"

water rates,

Adams & Co.,
Wyman, Niras &

store rent,
Co.. "

"
''
water rates,
"
Babcock & Son,
Knowlton & Stone, ground rent,
S.

for license.

Due from Colton,
Amount on hand,

Amount

deposited,
due,

foi-

:
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REPORT OF CITY MESSENGER.
Keene, N. H., Dec.

To
I

the

1.

1878.

Hon. Board of Mayor and Aldermen

my

have the honor to submit

from Dec.

1,

1877, to Dec.

Rent of City Hall

for

1,

mo nth

report as City Messenger,

1878.

of December, 1877,

:

REPORT OF THE BOARD OF HEALTH.
To

the

Mayor and Aldermen of

the City

of Keene

—

The Health Commissioners, in making their annual report,
would say that there is, of necessity, a sameness from year to
year.

The same cause remains unremoved

that has been the bane

of our city (to-wit, a lack of sewerage) for years

and although

;

there has been no sickness that the Board could, in their opinion, trace directly to this lack of drainage, yet there

many

complaints that required their attention.

have been

In most cases

where the matter seemed to require an order they have been
attended to by the parties implicated without cost to the city.

The simple

fact that, in times of high water,

some

cellars

contiguous to main drains are flooded for a few hours, has not

been considered a matter that the Board could with propriety
entertain,

and therefore have made no orders when such com-

plaints have been made.

We

congratulate the city on the healthiness of

its

inhab-

itants the past 3'ear.

All of which

is

respectfully submitted.

G. C. HILL, M. D.,

OREN STARKEY,
HOSEA FOSTER,
Health Commissioners.

:

7©

CITY PHYSICIAN'S REPORT.
To

I

the

Honorable City Councils

Conformable to the Ordinance governing the City Physician,
herewith present the second annual report.
Deaths
Pat:

rick Lines, aged twent}'-three years

two years

;

;

John King, aged

Samuel O'Connor, aged eighteen years.

of death, consumption.

thirty-

Causes

Tliere have been four births.

Respectfully submitted,

G. C. HILL. City Physician.

—

:

CITY MARSHAL'S REPORT.
Keene, N. H., Dec.

To

the Honorable.

Gkntlkmen

:

—

1,

1878.

Board of Mayor and Aldermen
I

have the honor of presenting for your con-

sideration a portion of

tlie

doings and general condition of

the Police Department for the financial ^'ear ending Nov. 30,

1878.

The Dejiartment
[>ay roll

of which

is

is

composed of a

as follows, viz

force of fifteen

City Marshal,

Day and

S

100 00
1,810 00

night patrolmen,

Members on

men, the

:

48 85

special occasions,

$1,958 85

Total,

There are incidental expenses connected with the Department, for detailed account of which see report of Finance
Committee.

The working force of the Department consisted of one day
and one night patrolman, excepting for about five months,
during the Summer, when circumstances were such that I did
not consider

it

safe nor prudent for one

man to do
man was

through the night, consequently an extra

duty alone
detailed as

night watchman.

Whole number

of arrests for the year has been.

304

Males,

Females,

6

310

Total.

The

oflences for which arrests have been

Assault and battery,

made comprise,
10

Cruelty to animals,

9

Common

1

drunkard,

72

Drunkenness,

264

,

Disturbance of the peace,

6

Disturbing religious meeting,

1

Horse

1

stealing,

Insane,

2

Larceny,

5

Obtaining goods under false pretences,

2

Runaway from home,

2

Tramp,

1

Truancy,

1

Threatening,

6

311

Total,

Number brought

23

befoi-e Police Court,

The whole number of persons applying

and accommo-

for

dated with food and lodgings at the Station House for the
year, has been,

908

Males,

5

Females,

913

Total,

By

a contract with the Overseers of the Poor, I agreed to

furnish

same

all

persons applying for food and

lodging with ihe

and the County Commissioners also agreed to refund said sum to the city, by my
furnishing a proper atfidavit. showing the liabilities of the
County, which the}^ have done as the bills have been presented.

By

for thirty-five cents each,

the Overseers giving

take

all

me

this contract, I further

agreed to

care of Station, including the washing of blankets,

pillow cases, &c., also to feed

charge to the city

;

all

persons under arrest free of

consequently, tramps have cost the

cit}'^

nothing directly^ neither have they but a very small amount
indirectly^ for,

hy the

very nearly,

not quite, their proportion of the County tax.

if

last part

of the contract,

Therefore I can see no good reason

it

has saved

why any one (who

understands the matter fully) should find fault with the contract,

unless they expect the city to

make

a profit off the

tramp business.

Compare

if

you please the expenses with those of 1876, by

:

vvhicli

will

it

1

:

large sum was paid for
was not received back from the

be socii that quite a

Iransievts or trcnnps, which

County, bnt was

a dead loss to the city.
For the past few years the tramp question has pro\-ed a
very knotty pioblem, but it has been solved by the enactment
of a law, which, judiciously enforced, T believe to be one of

the very best that could have been devised.

The miscellaneous

— Exit tramp.

duties of the Police during the year Jiave

been of no small importance, as the following table

will

show,

which comprises but a small proportion of their work

47

Disturbances suppressed,
Intoxicated persons sent home,

l?>0

Intoxicated persons assisted home.

o4

Buildings found open in the night-time and secured,

Stray teams found and cared
Lights

left

7

ibr,

ti

burning by mistake and reported,

1

Defective streets and sidewalks reported,
Parties notified to remove

snow from

'2S

12

buildings,

Street lamps reported as not in a condition to burn,

13

Fire alarms given,

5

Nuisances reported.

3

36

Nuisances suppressed.

Number

of dogs killed,

9

Value of goods found and returned to owners,

Value of stolen goods recovered,

My report as Truant
Board of Education.

Officer will appear in the report of the

Schedule of Property
1

S430 00
257 00

in use

by the Police Department
$24 GO
12 00

stove and pipe,

6 mattresses,

75

7 pillows,

I

6 chairs,

3 90

16 pillow cases,

2

40

12 towels,

1

75

20 00

14 blankets,
1

20 00

desk,

1 office

4 iron

^ 00

table,

4 00

pails,

10

74
2 pails and

mop,

75

Althwigh ray report shows a large number of arrests for
men called here by

drunkciinoss. thoy were mostly a class of
the building of the Manelioster

found

generally

are

& Keene

about public works

Railroad

— many

— such

as

them

of

unfortunates, having no amliition. and unable to control their
appetite for strong drinks
till

— nearly

all

of this class were kept

sober and discharged.

While scores of our people are out of employment, and
alarmingly poor, and are obliged to call upon
the city for food and raiment, it is very gratifying for me to

many of them

be able to say that for the last few years crime has not
increased in our city, and

dence that

it

is

with a great degree of confi-

I assert that the latter fact is attributable in a great.

measure to the

efficiency of the police force.

I desire to express

my

acknowledgements to

all

the

mem-

bers of the Department for the prompt and faithful u>anner in

which, on

all

occasions, tliey have perforuied their duties.

In conclusion,

I

desire to express

the Mayor, and the
courtes}',

upon

all

members of

my

thanks to

Ilis

Honor

the City Councils, for

tlje

uniform kindness and forbearance extended to me
occasions connected with our

official

intercourse.

In the discharge of the duties of City Marshal, I have
matters bronght to my notice in
my feeble way working for the
How well I have succeeded I leave
best interests of the city.
to your Honorable Board and my fellow citizens.

endeavored to dispose of

all

a faithful manner, always in

I

have the honor to be your obedient servant,
E. R.

LOCKE,

City Marshal.
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REPORT OF THE CITY SOLICITOR.
To
I

der

Hon. City Councils:
make the following report of matters

the

my

care the past year

The case of Dr. A.

come un-

that liave

:

S. Carpenter,

pending

court at the

in

which was for alleged damages to his buggy and
nervous system, received by reason of carelessly driving off

last report,

his

the highway on

West

hill, in

a

night of total darkness, was

tried b}' jury at the last term, antl resulted, to the utter sur-

damages.

prise of all parties, in a verdict of $816.77

Ic

was

a most unreasonable verdict, and another evidence of the in-

cnpadty of many jurymen and their unfitness

and a

sition,

forcible

for

selectmen, whose duty

it is

to

make

a

'' li^st

of such persons as

they judge best qualified to serve as jurors."
this order,

it

such a po-

commentary upon the judgment of some
If the}^ follow

proves a lamentable degeneration

among

the

people.

The law of review, having been
lature, this verdict

comes a

re[)ealed

by the

last Legis-

and judgment thereon unfortunately be-

finality in the case.

The case of J. W. Buckminster,

to recover for the breaking

West street, was
and resulted in a verdict of $94.49- damages, beThe breaking was easily proved,
ing principal and interest.
but the jurj'
but how it was done was a mystery, not proved
thought, as one said, that the city could afford to lose it better
of the leg of a twenty years old horse, on
tried l)y jury

;

than a poor

man

could.

The case of Lowell Wilbur, pending

in

last report, for al-

& Colony's

mill, was
and a verdict rendered for the city. Exceptions were taken by the plaintiff, and carried to the law term,
which were overruled, and the verdict stands for the city,

leged injuries on highway, near Faulkner

tried last April,

which

will carry taxable costs.

moved

for a

new

trial,

At

last

term the plaintiff

but whether granted, will depend upon

the result of a hearing.

I

see

no reason why

it

should be

granted.

The

suit of

James B.

Elliot,

to recover

damaaes

to

his

land by reason of a drain

down KHiot

was n-rencd to
Mr. Elliot's
new mill property having been exeni})ted from taxation, we
might reasonably hope he would drop the ease.
At the last April review, J. G. "Warren entered a petition to
have the appraisal of his brick block, on Washington street,

D.

II.

Ilolbrook

street,

hut no hearing has been had.

;

reduced; the appraised value that year (1877) being $7,500.

The matter was

A

referred to Ellery Albee to report the facts.

hearing will be had before the report

A

petition for a

new highway,

is

printed.

or relaj'ing an old one, on

the route from the school house on the

hill, towards Sullivan,
having been denied by the Mayor and Aldermen, an appeal
was taken and entered at last terra, and referred to the Count}Commissioners, who have since had a hearing, and will report

It is. reported, however, that the}- have decided
highway for the purpose of grading down three
hills, two of which have been travelled a hundred years or
more, and the present travel is much less than formerly, but
as Keene has to foot the bills, a feio local inhabitants must be
accommodated.
I know of no other cases now pending in court in which the
city have any interest.

at next term.

to relay the

A

few suits have been commenced against the city as trus-

Manchester & Keene Railroad Compan}^, on account of the gratuity, supposed to be due by the plaintiffs,
which, if entered into court, will have to be attended to.
tees of the

seems almost useless, viewed in the light of the past,
to contend against claims for damages on highways,
or appeals, by reason of not laying out highways, because such
It

for

Keene

eases are necessarily decided

have a common
its

highwa3's in

b}-

men

outside of Keene,

who

compelling Keene to keep
much better condition than highwa3-s in their

selfish interest in
a

own towns.

SILAS HARDY.

Solicitor.

:

:
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REPORT OF POLICE JUSTICE.
To

the

The

Mayor and Aldermen of the
Justice of the

Police

Keene, Dec.
Keene

1,

1878,

City of

Court submits

the

following

report

Thirty-seven

civil actions

have been entered

in said

(

"ourt

the past 3'ear.

There have been sixty arraignraenta before the Court for
the following causes, viz

:

Selling mortgaged property,

1

Adultery,

Falsehood

1

.

in hiring

a horse,

1

Disturbing a school,

1

Keeping a disorderly house,

1

Murder,
Embezzlement,
MaHcious mischief,
Being common drunkards.

2

Being trnmps,

2

To

2

1

2
2

furnish sureties to keep the peace.
officer,

2

Cruelty to animals,

2

Violating liquor law,

4

Obstructing

Larceny,

5

Assault and battery,

8

10

Burglary,

Being intoxicated,

13

These cases were disposed of as follows
Sentenced to pay

fines conditionally,

"•

unconditionally,

Sentenced to House of Correction,

Supreme Court,

:

9

10
3

Held to answer
Ordered to find

at

sureties of the peace,

2

Not prosecuted

to judgment,

7

Discharged on

trial,

-

26

2

79

Of

tlioso

sentenced to pay fines conditionally and uncondi-

tionally, nine paid their fines to the Court,

The

amounting to SHI.

others were conunitted for non-))ayinent.

To jail.

To

the

2

House of Correction,

8

above cases the arraignments were before the
JSpecial Justice, in all of which the defendants were sentenced
to pay fines, of whom two paid their fines and two were comIn four of

tlie

mitted for non-payment.

Of those held to answer at the Supreme Court, four were
minors under the age of seventeen years, and were sent to the
Reform School.
E.

FAKRAR,

Jmtice.

:
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REPORT OF THE AGENT OF CITY PASTURE.
To

the

Hon. City

Bj a vote of

Coxincils

the

Board of Major and Aldermen the Joint

Standing Committee on Lands and Buildings were authorized
to take charge of the Cit}- Pasture for the year ensuing.

The

Committee, on examining the same, found it necessary to cut
and burn ihe bnish in order to get more grass, which has been
done, and as agent of the said Committee

mit the following report

Amount

I

beg leave to sub-

:

paid for cutting and burning brush, &c.,

"

repairs on fence,

§140 63
7 50
$148

Number
%\-2

Amount

of cows pastured

the

113

past season, 12, at

00 each,
deposited with the Treasurer Dec. 16, 1878,

$144 00
144 00

Respectfully submitted,

GEORGE W. BALL,

for Committee.
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CITY COLLECTOR'S RErORT.
DR.

Amount

of warrant
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ANNUAL REPOET \W THE BOARD OF

FIRST

TRUSTEES OF KEENE PUBLIC LIBRARY.
To

the

Honorable Board of Mayor and Aldermen

Owing

:

growing importance of the Public Library and

to the

the constantly increasing labor required in

its

management,

the City Councils, on the 19th of December, 1877, passed an

Ordinance transferring

its

Government,

in the City

Committee of three
Board of six Trustees, with

control from a
to a

duties and restrictions as follows

:

Year of our Lord One Thousand Eight Hun-

In thk

dred AND Seventy-Seven.

AN OllDIXANCE
Be

it

relating to the Public Library.

ordained by the City Councils of the City of Keene,

as follows

Section

:

1

That the general care and management of the

.

Public Libraiy shall be committed to a Board of Ti-ustees, to
consist of six persons, three of

of

whom

shall serve without

whom may

be ladies, and

all

compensation, to be appointed by

month of January, 1878 two of
two for two j'ears,
and two for one year and during the month of January of
each 3'ear hereafter, two members shall be appointed, who
the City Councils during the

whom

;

shall be appointed for three years,
;

shall each hold office for the terra

appointed to

fill

of three years.

Persons

vacancies arising from resignation or other

causes, shall hold office for the unexpired portion only, of the

term of the original appointee.
Sec.

2.

The Board of Trustees may

establish such rules

body and the
management of the Public Library as they may deem advisaThey shall see that suitable rooms are provided for the
h\e.
The Librarian shall be elected b}^ the
use of the Library.
and regulations

for the

government of

their

83
City Councils in the month of January.
His salary shall not
exceed three hundri'd dollars each year, to be i)aid quarterly.
The Trustees shall purchase all books and cerlity to all liills
relating to the same, and to the

ordinary expenses of the

and they shall make an annnal report to the Board
of Mayor and Aldermen, on the first day of December, of the
condition of the Library, the amount expended for books,
repairs, salary, rent, incidental and ordinary expenses, and
Library

;

such other matters relating to the Library as they

may

con-

sider of geneial interest.

Sec. 3.
The Board of Trustees are hereby authorized to
expend such sums of money as may be from time to time appropriated by the City Councils for the benefit of the Public
Librar}'. but shall have no power to pledge the credit of the
City for any debts that may incur.
Sec. 4.
All ordinances and parts of ordinances inconsistent with this ordinance, are hereby repealed.
Sec.

5.

This ordinnnce shall take

effect

on Jan.

1,

1878.

In accordance with the requirements of the above ordinance,
the Trustees submit the following

REPORT:
Balance of appropriation unexpendeded Dec.
Appropriation for 1878,
Rec'd from

fines, sale

1,

1877, $ 2o 67

500 00

•

of catalogues, supplements, and

waste paper.

85 07
Total.

$608 74
OR.

Amount expended
of Trustees,
l*aid for repairing

"

for repairs of

books before the appointment

^49 .52
books since appointment of trustees. 22 60

re-covering books,

and stationery.
Amount expended for new books,
Paid City Treasurer, am't fines, sale catalogues, &c.
Unexpended balance of appropriation,
''

mu<"ilage

3

—
.S4

Whole number books

New

in Library,

Dec.

1,

1877.

books added during the year,

Total number, Dec.

Whole number

Number
December,

1.

1878,

issued during the year,

issued each

month
1878,
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plement and continue their school education, until the love of
books will be second onl}' to the love of truth and virtue.

The Trustees beg

leave to suggest that

may

library conform, as neaily as

visitors

all

the

to

and

be, to the regulations,

thus facilitate the rapid receipt and delivery of books. The
rules are intended to be as few and simple as will ensure the
tlie books and the greatest convejiience of the puband we would recommend that complaints should l)e

safety of
lic,

made

to the Trustees rather than

assurance that any suggestions

spirit

if

both the Librarian and those

Some

be cheerfully received and

deemed to be for the public good. A
of courtesy and accommodation should actuate

promptly adopteil,

mutual

to the Librarian, witli the

will

whom

she serves.

dissatisfaction has been manifested

on account of the

exaction of fines for retaining books beyond the specified

two weeks, especially when the fine of two cents per
day equals or exceeds the value of the book. We can scarcely'
conceive anything more unreasonable than this. If all patrons
were as careless and negligent as are some of them, it would
limit of

require but a short time to transfer

vate libraries of our citizens.

all the books to the primoment's reflection would
and the grumblers must see

A

establish the justice of this rule,

that they have but themselves to blame.
ure, however, to testify that nearly

all

books, and as promptly pay their fines
due.

We

believe no

book has been

It affords us pleas-

promptly return their
when books are over-

lost

during the year.

sorrow that we record the death of our former
Librarian, Mr. Eli Brooks, on the 7th of June last.
Although
It is with

he remained at his post but a short time after the appoint-

ment of the present Board of Trustees, yet he

and

lived

labored long enough to win our respect, and to endear himself
to

all

who were brought

into frequent

communication

Avith

regard to aught but his moral w^orth
and pecuniary necessities, he proved to be singularly- adapted

him.

Elected with

to the vocation,

little

and soon evinced a knowledge and scholarly

appreciation of books that surprised even his most intimate
friends.

He was

a genial, Christian

man, of few but kindly

words, ever ready to advise and assist in
suitable reading, and. with a

memory

that

the

selection

of

would compare

86'

with a Cyrus, could put his hand at once on any book wanted,
or say without looking, " It is not in."
He was the " right

man

and few can estimate

in the right place,"

his

alone for what he was, hut for what he was to be.

not

loss,

His hearty

devotion to his work sustained him long after his phj'sical
nature was exhausted, and so sudden was his departure that

few were aware of

his

absence from his

ilaily

dut\'

until

his

death was announced.
Useful as he was, and deeply as we
congratulate the public

the

that

by the appointment of

filled

mourn

his loss,

we

vacancy was immediately

his daughter,

Miss Lizzie

M.

Brooks, whose experience as an assistant during her father's
service

enabled her to assume at once, and with ease, the

responsibilities of the position.
to her success
ful

have been

testimony to the zeal and

carried on the

Our expectations

fully realized,

and

with

fidelity

Ave

regard

in

bear cheer-

which she has

work so auspiciously begun by her lamented

father.

A

free public library should contain the best

arts

and sciences, on natural,

on

geography,

geology,

civil

and

books on the

ecclesiastical history,

horticulture, on
and poetry, together

and

agriculture

travels, biography, philosophy, theology

with the standard works of fiction.
It should also contain a
good collection of books of reference, from which teachers
and others can gain needed information on all subjects of
interest and inquiry.
New books, containing the latest
intelligence of the scientific, industrial, political and literary
progress of the world, should be added every year.
Such a
hbrary is of incalculable value to the public schools and to the
culture of the community in general.
In the selection uf books during the year, thi' Trustees have

aimed to w^alve

all

personal bias and secure the best books in

each department, so far as their means would

allow.

eagerness with which the new books have been read
tive of

We
last

is

The

indica-

comparative success.
cannot more

fitly

close this repoit than

by quoting the

words ever written upon the subject, by the

late Franklin

many

years deeply

Forbes, of Clinton, Mass..

who was

for

•87

interested in five

«5uished institutions of

and did

libraries,

i)iO)lic'

improvement.
" Let us never abandon

much

their

foi-

to a niggardh' support these distin-

New England

— the

pul)lic schools and
and keep them in
charge of the best teachers and directors the town can find,
commensurate with its abilitj- and standings for in the existing state of knowledge, art and skill, no boy or man can

free librai'ies

know

too

rance

is

man

let

;

much

never

;

us

endow them

the less he

bliss.

It

is

knows

well,

the weaker he

never folly

to

is.

be wise.

Igno-

To

the

of sound mind and well digested learning, ignorance,

and tyranny are powerless to constrain the freedom
mind, or steal away his right of private judgment in

Tiigotry

of

his

tnatters of religion, or politics, or self control."

Respectfully,

WM.

CHAMBERLAIN,
HATCH,

P.

H. M.
A. B.

HEYWOOD,

M. R. OSBORNE,
D.

W. GILBERT,
GILBERT,

E. J. C.

Board of

Trustees.

